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IF YOU ANSWER 'YES' TO
ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS...

WINDOW COMPARISON GUIDE: IS IT TIME TO REPLACE YOUR WINDOWS?

IS IT TIME TO REPLACE
YOUR WINDOWS?

IT'S TIME!

Have you painted your windows over and they’ve become fixed?

Do you have ice inside your window in the winter?

Do you have water stains or peeling paint? 

Do you feel cold drafts coming through the cracks in your windows?

Do your windows not compliment the style of your home?

Are your windows too difficult to open? Do they jamb?
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Maintenance Free:

Most manufacturers today offer windows that require

little or no maintenance. Other than occasional cleaning

and inspection on an annual basis, you should enjoy

many worry-free years with your new windows.

Aesthetic Appeal:

New windows open up your home for a fresh and updated

look. Many New England homes still have their original

windows which, unfortunately, can be an eyesore. In today’s

market, there are many manufacturers who offer a multitude

of color options, hardware, grids, and interiors so you can truly

personalize your windows to match your individual tastes.

Comfort:

Ever sit on your couch and reach for a blanket because

of a cold draft on the back of your neck? That's an

indication you need new windows to keep you

comfortable in your home, especially during periods of

extreme heat and cold. You should never have to worry

about the climate of your home being disrupted due to

old windows.

Durability:

You should expect to get many years out of new

windows, as they are built to be increasingly durable.

Many windows are built to withstand hurricane level

strength, so once they are replaced, you won’t have to

worry about their functionality in the years to come.

Safety:

Today’s modern windows have easy to use features that can

provide an escape route in case of a fire or other emergencies,

protection from outside hazards, and reduce the risk of break-

ins. Older windows, especially wood windows with spring-

loading mechanisms, can be fairly difficult to operate and in

the event of an emergency can prove to be dangerous.

Here are the top 9

reasons homeowners

decide to replace

their windows:

BENEFITS OF REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS:BENEFITS OF REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS:
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BENEFITS OF REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS:BENEFITS OF REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS:

WINDOW COMPARISON GUIDE: BENEFITS OF WINDOW REPLACEMENT

Noise Reduction:

If your house is noisy, it might be wise to invest in new

windows. They can help to block outside distractions

and make your home a more peaceful place.

UV Protection:

Natural light from the sun produces ultraviolet rays

that are harmful to both humans and home

furnishings. With new windows, many of these

problems can be drastically reduced without

dramatically affecting the amount of visible light

transmittance.

Re-Sale Value:

New windows enhance the value of your home and are

one of many important rating points for appraisers.

Depending on market conditions and location, many

homeowners can expect to recoup a large percent of

the cost of a midrange window replacement project,

depending on the window material used.

Energy Efficiency:

Windows are the source for the most energy loss in a

home. You can realistically expect to save 15- 20% or

more on your utility bills with replacement windows. As

energy costs rise, new windows are a great investment

and smart environmental choice!

Now that you know

the benefits of new

windows, it's time to

find out which window

type and style is best

for you... 
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Offering aesthetic appeal, many customization options, and design versatility, wood is a premium choice that can be used on both

the interior and exterior of a window. This is a popular choice among New England homeowners seeking to preserve the natural

and traditional beauty of their home. When homeowners of a historic home are looking to update their windows, often times, their

local historic commission requires them to replace them with modern wood windows that closely mirror the existing styles.

Highly durable, strong as steel, and extremely reliable, fiberglass performs as well years after installation as it does on day one. It

outperforms a majority of window materials and has been shown to have a 38% longer* useful life expectancy than vinyl. As one of

the first premium composite materials on the market, fiberglass is a great choice for those looking for aesthetic appeal as well as top

durability. Note: Fiberglass is a different material than Fibrex® (a mixture of recycled materials that form a composite)

With options for either 100% vinyl or wood-clad vinyl (for homeowners looking to maintain a more traditional style), these windows

will provide homeowners with a low-maintenance option designed to perform for years to come. With advanced technology, vinyl has

become more durable while still boasting excellent color retention and uncompromised quality. Vinyl windows are a great option for

homeowners with a tighter budget, but want a quality window for their home.

VINYL

FIBERGLASS

WOOD

AN OVERVIEW

POPULAR
WINDOW 
TYPES

Re-Sale Value

Aesthetic Appeal

Aesthetic Appeal UV ProtectionDurability Maintenance-Free

Energy EfficiencySafety

Energy EfficiencySafety Re-Sale ValueComfort

Noise ReductionMaintenance-Free Comfort
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Made from three windows: a large picture

window is flanked by smaller windows on the

sides that are set at 30°, 45°, 60° or 90° degree

angles.

 

Ideal for accentuating and enhancing views

BAY

POPULAR
WINDOW STYLES

AN OVERVIEW
Any number of double hung or casement

windows that are joined together

 

Often the face of a home

BOW
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Combines state-of-the-art window design with a clean,

classic style

 

Commonly known as the "Slider" window because of its

ability to maneuver easily

GLIDER (SLIDER)

Features two sashes that slide up and down

Often found in older homes

Offers a traditional look

Many offer tilt mode for easy washing

DOUBLE-HUNG

Easily operable, opens outward to allow air

circulation

 

Hardware opens with fewer cranks and features

commercial-grade durability for smooth, long-

lasting performance

CASEMENT
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Custom window styles come in thousands of geometric

shapes to fit your desired look with a wide variety of

glass and divided lite options.

CUSTOM / SPECIALTY 

Now that we've outlined the multitude of style options you

have, it's time to look at which will look best in your home.

Allows for maximum light, opens up rooms

Clear unobstructed views

PICTURE WINDOW

Design is hinged on top is made to circulate air without

exposing your room to elements such as light rain.

 

Works well in combination with a large, fixed window.

AWNING
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WINDOW
AESTHETICS

Craftsmanship quality

Cabinet grade

Offers traditional warmth and appearance

Beautiful choice of stains and colors

WOOD FIBERGLASS VINYL
Modern, sleek frames

Thinner sashes for more glass

Engineered to look the same years after

installation

Wide variety of colors available

 

Large variety of grid types

Option of window tints

Advanced technology has made way for a

wide variety of colors and wood appearance

stains
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ENERGY
EFFICIENCY

Heat gain and heat loss through windows are responsible for 25%–30% of residential heating

and cooling energy use.** Having energy-efficient windows has become increasingly important

to homeowners as it can help reduce utility bills, decrease your environmental impact, and

make your home a more comfortable place. There are a variety of window options that can

help you achieve long-term performance and energy cost savings no matter where you live! 

1. Number of glass panes (less panes, higher costs)

Gas fills (usually Krypton and Argon) in

between window panes leads to better energy

efficiency.

 

2. Movement of gas in between panes 

This suppresses the movement of warm and

cool air through windows and improves

thermal performance equating to heating and

cooling savings.

 

3. Low E Coatings

This thin coating on the surface of window

glass that manages the amount of light and

heat conducted through a window or

reflected from it.

.

3 Major Factors for Energy Efficient Windows:
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How do I know if a window or is energy efficient?

ENERGY EFFICIENCY F.A.Q.

There are certification programs in place to tell homeowners just this! The National Fenestration Rating Council

(NFRC) and Energy Star use various performance measures like the U-factor, Solar Heat Gain Coefficient, and Visible

Transmittance (VT) to determine how efficient a window is. These metrics can be found on the label provided with

your window purchase.

What's a U-Factor?

The U-factor measures how well a window keeps heat inside your home. The lower the number, the better insulator

the window is. This metric is particularly important for houses in cold climates, as it’s important for windows to keep

heat inside the home.

What about the Solar Heat Gain?

The Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) measures how much radiant heat enters your home. The lower the number is,

the less heat a window lets in.

Visable Transmittance?

The VT tells you how much visible light is transferred through a window. Homeowners usually look for a high VT so

they can maximize daylight.

WINDOW COMPARISON GUIDE: ENERGY EFFICIENCY F.A.Q.



What is the strongest window material I can buy?

Fiberglass, not to be confused with fibrex, is the strongest window material available to homeowners.

Testing done by Marvin Windows & Doors show that fiberglass is 8x stronger than vinyl and wood

composites, like fibrex. Fiberglass windows are durable, strong, low-maintenance, and efficient. This high

quality choice is perfect for those looking for the combination of both beauty and durability.

Do windows come in standard sizes?

Technically, there are no perfect standard sizes when it comes to windows. Manufacturers have what are

called “call numbers” or stock sizes that rarely fit within existing window openings. These "call numbers"

or stock sizes are best used for when architects are planning a new construction build and can design

the home around these standard sizes. In a remodel environment, it is much more important to find the

right fit in your window. The proper way to install is to have a certified installer measure your windows, a

manufacturer will build them using your custom measurements to ensure a proper fit.

GENERAL
F.A.Q.

WINDOW COMPARISON GUIDE: GENERAL F.A.Q.

HOW DO I KNOW IF A WINDOW IS DURABLE?

The durability of your window depends on the material it’s made out of and the installer you choose to

replace them. Although there is no rating system that determines window durability, there are certain

aspects you should pay close attention to. These include the installer being manufacturer certified to

ensure a quality install to spec, proven window materials, quality frames and sashes, flashing,

insulation, and weather stripping.
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What is Low-E Coating?

Low-E coating is a thin layer of material added to windows in order to increase their energy efficiency.

The ‘E’ in Low-E stands for emissivity, which refers to the ability of a material to radiate heat. When this

coating is applied to the insulating layer of glass, it helps to manage the amount of light and heat either

conducted through a window or reflected away from it. The coating creates what is like a “heat mirror”

that reflects heat in during the winter and out during the summer.

Why should I use a certified installer? Can I install the windows myself?

Although it is possible to install windows on your own, you severely limit yourself in terms of warranties

and protections and run the risk of losing savings from incorrect installation. By using a certified installer,

you ensure that your project will be completed according to best practices and can reap the utmost

benefits from your new windows.

DOES A WINDOW HAVE TO BE ENERGY STAR

CERTIFIED IN ORDER TO BE ENERGY EFFICIENT?

No; being Energy Star certified is not required for a window to be energy efficient, but it does make it

easier for homeowners to identify which windows will provide them with energy savings. Energy Star

provides one-size-fits-all guidelines, which don’t always take into account the size, orientation, and

number of windows in a home.



What’s a good U-Factor and Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC)?

This depends on the efficiency you are aiming to achieve as a homeowner. Traditionally, a “good” U-Factor

is considered to be anything below .3, and a good SHGC depends on the climate you live in. If you live in a

place with a lot of sun exposure, a low SHGC is preferred. If it’s a colder climate, a higher SHGC makes the

most sense for your home.

WINDOW COMPARISON GUIDE: GENERAL F.A.Q.

How many panes should my window have?

Contrary to popular belief, using windows with the most panes possible is not always the best option for

your home. Using triple-pane windows is appropriate for people whose primary goal is enhanced energy

performance. Regardless, windows must be well-constructed and installed correctly in order to reap any

sort of energy-related benefit. Homeowners are recommended to at least choose a double-pane window

to take advantage of a gas fill (argon or krypton) to increase the effectiveness of their window’s insulation

capabilities.

HOW LONG DOES WINDOW REPLACEMENT TAKE?

The timeline of a window replacement project varies from home to home. After the initial

measurements have been taken, you can expect your windows to be manufactured in anywhere from

five to twelve weeks depending on the season and orders. After they have arrived, the installation

should take between one to three days depending on the number of windows needed to be installed.

Commercial projects can have a much longer install time.
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Many customization options

Unique exterior colors

Offers traditional warmth and

appearance

Energy efficient

Structurally strong but still light in

nature

Higher price option (premium/luxury)

WOOD FIBERGLASS VINYL
Most durable option

Low maintenance

Maintains shape and structure in all

weather conditions

Modern and sleek

Resists chipping, chalking, or fading

Best value option (affordable luxury)

 

Energy efficient

Low maintenance

Extremely customizable

Durable, easy to clean

Rarely requires painting, sanding or

refinishing

Wide-range of pricing (low grade to

standard)

 

CHOOSE BEAUTY
 & PREMIUM

CHOOSE BEAUTY
 & DURABILITY

CHOOSE COST-
EFFECTIVENESS

SUMMARY OF OPTIONS



https://replacementwindowsinstaller.com/

https://www.provia.com/

https://www.marvin.com/plan/energy-efficiency

https://www.marvin.com/brand-interim

https://unitedhomeexperts.com/services/windows-doors/

https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/replacement-windows/buying-guide/index.htm

https://www.qualitywindowanddoorinc.com/pdf/window-buyers-guide.pdf

https://www.marvin.com/WebDoc/rkMiles_Guide.pdf

https://www.stanekwindows.com/Data/Sites/6/pdfs/st-ultimate-window-buyers-guide.pdf

* “Life cycle assessment of windows for the North American residential market: Case Study” by the

University of British Columbia Scandinavian Journal of Forest Research, 2008.

https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/design/windows-doors-and-skylights/update-or-replace-windows
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